
Commissioner Questions Nov 20, 2013 on SPLOST Election 

 

Q.  How do you feel about the results of the SPLOST sales tax election? 

A.  I feel great, elated and thankful.  I appreciate that 70% of the voters realize what is 

best for Union County.   It reminds us of how beneficial it is to allow a significant 

number of people that do not live here but are visiting here, help us pay for our 

infrastructure and facility upgrades.   

 

Q.  Did SPLOST pass by as much as you had hoped it would? 

A.   In this day and time, anything 60% and over is considered a landslide, so I would 

certainly consider 70% a landslide and I am very proud of our citizen’s positive vote for 

SPLOST.  Did I expect this large of a positive vote - NO - and I am very appreciative. 

 

Q.  Is the large positive vote for SPLOST an indication of your popularity? 

A.  While some of it may be that my administration is respected for fulfilling our 

SPLOST project list as much as possible, I think in a SPLOST election, people are  

primarily making a decision on the way they perceive the SPLOST money has been spent 

in the past and the fact that they DO NOT want to see their property taxes increase 

drastically.  

 

Q.  When will any new SPLOST projects begin? 

A.  Please remember that we still have about 15 months remaining on our existing 

SPLOST and will not be collecting SPLOST IV funds until April of 2015 .  We are 

allowed to begin projects early, but we would have to evaluate the funding to be able to 

do that. 

 

Q.   Will the county bond (borrow) any money on the front end of the SPLOST in 

order to go ahead and start projects? 

A.   That is something we will evaluate later after consultation with our financial 

advisers.  In order to do any future bonds, it would have to be publically advertised and 

go through the court system to be approved.  Right now, we want to concentrate on 

completing as many of our current SPLOST projects as possible. 

 

Q.  Do you think that the small group who worked against the SPLOST had much 

of a negative impact? 

A   It would appear from the election returns that they had a very nominal to zero  

negative impact.   

 

Q.  Will the Post Office do anything legally to this anti-SPLOST group for their 

illegal distribution of their document using federal property (i.e. mail boxes) to 

spread their message?   

A.   I would certainly hope so and I have not only filed a complaint to the Federal Postal 

Inspector on behalf of the county, but also to our local Post Office. Once their 

investigation is concluded I suspect at a minimum, this small group will be out a 

significant amount of money and possibly have more legal problems to deal with.   

 



Again, thank you so much for supporting the LIFE BLOOD of Union County, our 

SPLOST.  The county's commitment is that we will always utilize this funding in a way 

that will continue to make you proud of what Union County has to offer.  We like being 

the envy of so many other counties and will constantly be working to improve the quality 

of life for everyone who lives or visits here. 

 

 


